tothekitchen gaveit purpose.The
gardenalsoservesasasecond
entryfrom the parkinglot,and
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asian ir'zfusion

On Beacon Hill, designer Jeffrey Delvy nips and tucks a classic brownstone by injecting a hint
of Far East sophistication. BY BRIGID SWEENEY / PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRISTIAN KOZOWYK



to thekitchengaveit
purpose.Thegarden
alsoservesasasecond
entryfrom the parkinglot,
and the family can bring
groceries and strollers
inthrough the adjacent
mudroom.



AYOUNGFAMILY’S BEACON HILL
condo may be the last placeyou'd
expecttofindanabundanceof1i7thand
18th century Asian art. Butafteryou
step off the cobblestone street and ride
the cage elevator to the third floor, the
traditional brownstone facadereveals
an antiques-packed interiorwith
decidedly Imperialist flavor.
Thehome’s Far East accents—from
thedining room’s framed 18th cen-
tury Chinese wallpaper panels tothe
ceramic dogs whonow residein the
master bedroom afteryears standing
sentry outside a Beijinghouse—are the
calling card of Back Bay architectand
designerJeffrey Delvy, alongtime col-
lector of early American antiques. His
affairwith the Asian decorative arts
blossomed after purchasinga set of
colonial-erablue and white porcelain
dishes on Beacon Hill. “The chinawas
the everyday patternused by the first
five U.S. Presidents,” Delvy explains,
“butit’s actually a Cantonese pattern.”
Thusbegan anenduring fascination
with the 18th century Chinatrade

Photograph NAME TKHERE

period, when animal skins departed
Boston Harbor for Guangzhou, where
they traded for tea, silk, and porcelain.

Asfatewould haveit, Delvy’s for-
mer colleague, anewlywed who had
recently purchased this three-story
penthouse off Charles Street, shared
hislove of Asian art. A Bostonnative
blessed with an antique-dealing
grandmother, she’d inherited an
enviable array of European Art Deco
furniture, plus several Japanese pieces
broughtback by her grandfather after
‘World War II. She wanted to incor-
porate the antiques intoadécorthat
paid homage to family history without
turning the home into an overly sol-
emn museum.

By capitalizing on the unexpected
ArtDeco-Asian combination, Delvy
was able tointegrate the heirlooms and
still maintain a contemporary energy.
Thekey to creating amodern family
home, he says, is tokeep things slightly
off-kilter. Take, for example, the family
room, where an antique gold leaf Japa-
nese screen sits above akid-friendly

Above, the home’s plan. Below, from left, a
gablecreatesadiningandkitchenarea;Marcus
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to the kitchen gaveit purpose. The
gardenalsoservesasasecond
entryfrom the parkinglot,and
the family can bring groceries and
strollersinthrough the adjacent

mudroom.
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Mitchell-Gold sofa covered in an inex-
pensive Williams + Sonoma Home tan
velour. “Wedidn't want the décor to be
too precious, because kids would be
jumpingon the furniture,” says Delvy,
“but we alsowanted the family pieces
tobeprominently displayed.” The
screen, which showsup in many of the
wife’s childhood snapshots, is now the
backdrop toanew generation of family
photos starring the couple’s one-year-
old daughter.

Nearby, the juxtapositions con-
tinue: Black Chinese chestsdatingto
the1920s hold the TV and electronics,
offset by a Swiss Art Deco painting of
Adamand Eve (“theirhair colors match
the owners’ perfectly,” Delvy notes),
lamps that were picked up in Maine,
and ai1g6os Sputnik chandelier the
husband found in California.

Many of the home’s newly acquired
pieces hail from nearby businesses, as
Delvy spent the year-long renovation
period scouring antiques shops on
Charles and Newbury Street for acces-
sories that embraced the world while
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remaining firmly rooted inlocal his-
tory. The finds, including Cantonese
porcelain from Polly Latham Asian Art
& Antiques and a1920s Chineserug
from Marcoz Antiques, meld with the
family pieces to create aninviting mix
oftradition and modernity that man-
agesto seemboth timeless and fresh.
Upstairs, Delvy removed awall
that separated the original servants’
quarters to create the husband’s office.
A Frenchig3os desk from Brookline’s
Antiquers III, amirrored coffee table
from a1970s department store, and
Ralph Lauren chrome bookcases, com-
minglewithwhathedescribesasa
“very traditional gentleman’s sort of
Chesterfield sofa” and an oriental rug.
Downthehall, the guestroom’s
traditional colonial theme—complete
with a blue-and-white star-sprinkled
duveton an antique bed discovered on
the North Shore—is complemented by
persimmon drapery printed in gold
with the Chinese symbol for happiness
and asinglewall paperedin a pattern
depicting igth century Chinesevillage

life. Theroom’s closet was cutdownin
ordertoredothe staircaseup to the roof
deck. Once a perilously narrow spi-
ral, thenew stairs canaccommodate
peopleladenwith children, glassware,
and trays of food. A beautiful hanging
wood screenin the stairwell, designed
by the project contractor’s son, subtly
reinforces the Asian theme while also
obscuring the adjacentbathroom.
Visitors need only a glimpse of the
roofdeck view, spanning the Espla-
nade’s Hatch Shell on one side and
the State House’s golden dome on the
other, tounderstand why the family
eats there from April through Octo-
ber. Asone ofthe tallestbuildings
ontheblock, the brownstone offers a
very “king of the world” rooftop vibe,
which Delvy accentuated with an ipé
wood deck edged with mahogany to
delineatethediningandliving areas,
overstuffed Restoration Hardware

ARCHITECT Gleysteen Design,
Cambridge CONTRACTOR David Brookes
Construction, Lexington




to the kitchen gaveit purpose. The
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from the parkinglot, and the family
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TRADE
SECRETS

INSIDER TIPS ON
WHAT MAKES THIS
SPACE GREAT

1. OUTSIDE IN Eight-foot-
wide glass doors offthe
kitchen open onto a two-
tiered brick patio garden.
Linking the formerly dead
spacetothekitchen gaveit
purpose.Thegardenalso
servesas asecond entry
from the parkinglot,and the
family can bring groceries and
strollersinthrough the adja-
centmudroom.

2.SERENITYNOW The
master bedroomwalls are
covered in sound-absorbing
Italiansilk. As aresult, the
room has become asweet
retreat. “It’'swherewe go to
give ourselves atimeout,” says
Elizabeth.

3.HISAND HERS Peterand
Elizabeth each have theirown
generous walk-in closet, plus
an additional sparecedar
closet.The coupleadmit that
while they doubled their liv-
ingareaintheirnew home,
they’ve “expanded likea
spongeto fitthespace.”

4. TOUGHLOVEEvery surface
inthe kitchenwas chosen

for durability, from honed
granite countertops towide
plankfloorstoablackboard-
covered refrigerator.

5.CASE STUDY Oak
paneling onthewalls and
ceiling make Peter’s study
distinctly masculine. The
spacedoubles asamedia
roomand hasadeck—an
ideal game day setup.

6.FAMILY ROOM A wide
walkway, a big pantry,and
plenty of barstools mean
there’sample space forevery-
oneinthekitchen.

7.GRAND INSPIRATION
Thenewstaircase offthe
parlorwas modeled afterthe
oneinthe guesthouseatthe
Breakers, the Vanderbilt
family’s famous Newport,
Rhodelsland, mansion.
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